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1993: Fiftieth Anniversary of "The Fountainhead"
OnAugust 29,1943, a few months

after the publication of The Fountain-
head, Ayn Rand wrote in response
to a fan letter: 'Thank you for say-
ing that you know I didn't write my
book for anyone, but wrote it because
I wanted to. This is true, as it is true
of any work done by any decent hu-
man being and it showed me that you
understand the whole point of my
book. But there is a great difference
between writing for an audience and
writing as one believes, then finding
an audience able to respond. In this
sense, I am v€ry happy to have readers
such as yourself, and very grateful."

Over the last fifty years, The Foun-
tainhmid has found millions of respon-
sive readers like the one Miss Rand
thanked-readers who, if they could,
would thank her for the view of life
and man portrayed in the novel. In
honor of this year's important anni-
versary in the history of Objectivism,

the Ayn Rand Institute has scheduled
two gala evenings-in l.os Angeles on
April 3 and in Boston on November 6.
Guests at both celebrations will enjoy
a wine reception, dinner, a special
presentation by Lmnard Peikoff, and
an opportunity to bid on Fountainhead
memorabilia selected from the Estate
of Ayn Rand for auction.

By now, all current ARI contribu-
tors should have received invitations
to the LosAngeles event, to be held at
the Crowne Plaza Hotel at the Los
Angeles International Airport. If you
have not yet received an invitation,
please contact ARI at (310) 306-9232.
For special room rates at the Crowne
Plaza, call (800) 255-76M; be sure to
mention that you will be attending
the ARI banquet. Invitations to the
Boston event will be mailed to all cur-
rent contributors in August. We hope
you will make plans to ioin us on at
least one of these occasions. I

August 28, 1943:
You ask why I chose architecture

as the profession of my hero. I chose
it because it is a fuld ot' tnrk that cw-
ers both art and a basic need of men's
suruitul. And because one cannot find
a more eloquent symbol of man as
creator than a man who is a builder.

September 5, 1946:
I note with particular interest your

saying that you are just going to col-
lege, and that you are going with the
ideals of my book in mind. You will
need them. In most modern colleges,
there are many people who will makc
a concerted attaek on uour mind with
the Toohey philosophy, in more in-
sidious t'orms than you can possibly
imagine. I would like you to be pre-
pared against thnt. The battle wiII be
tough, but it' you will remember the
ideas which aou likcd in Roark's
speech...you *itl win. If it becomes
too tough and the Tooheys get you
confused beyond endurance, rurite to
me again.

November 3, 1946:
Love is such a tremendous thing

that it makes me twist uith anger,,.
wheneaer I hear it said thnt I must
Iooe my neighbors or men in general.
Loae is such a great, magnificent ex-
ception which one grants only to such
great qualities Go me,loae is what I
feel for Houtard Roark) tlat it mnYes
me sick to think I am expected to feel
it for Hitler, Stalin, or the aillage id-
iot. Yet, thty're men, aren't they?
No, l'll neaer agree to loae men, col-
lectioely, indiscriminately, just for
being men. I lozte Roark too much.
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Fron the "Foun@inhead" movie memorabilia: a photogmph ot Ayn Rand on the set with Cary Coopr and King Vidor



Institute Interview: Leonard Peikoff
Part Iil by Kathy Kroeger
Lannd PeikEf b Ayn Rnnd's intellectual
and legal lwir and the forernost intffWeter
of ha philosoihy. Here, in the conclusion
of ,ARl's three-prt intentietu, Dr. Pqkoff
dbcusses o, uriety of topics end reminisces
furthet about his thirty-year relationship
with Miss Rnnil. (Parts I anil ll of this in-
tmtieu, appured in our Mardt 1992 anil
Octobq 1992 issues, raputioely.)

Q: Did Ayn Rnnil haue a ydictable rou-
tineinhq daily life?

A: She generally worked every day
except Sunday. She rose at about 8:30
and had a leisurely breakfast, talked to
her husban4 marked the Index of the
New York Tima for inEresting stories,
then read the stories. Iater in the morn-
ing she would deal with any business,
social, or household matters deuranding
her attention. Then she'd be readv to
work She would go into her officL (a
room in her apartment) trbout noon, and
she would stay there, working nonstop
(aside from a quick sandwich for lunch)
until6:30. She stopped then because the
cook had to catdr the subway by a cer-
tain hour, so they rcachd an agreetnent
that dinner would be served promptly
at 5:30. She would leave her office and
go straight to the dining room table. Af-
ter dinner, starting at about 6:00, she
would have appointments, or go out
with her husband to a party, the opera,
a movig etc., or, most often, people
would drop in to disctrss philosophv.

Q: Did lin work lwbits ihange irW"a-
ing on what she uns working on?

A: Not really. Basically she worked
six hours a day regardless of what she
was writing. There were times when
she worked longer, of course, or when
she stopped sooner because she would

have what she called "the squinns" and
couldn't write. When I first met her,
she was beginning Part Itr of Atlas
Shruggd, and she would often work
late-right on through to 10:00 or 1100.
I remember being in New York one eve-
ning with a group of people waiting for
her. We were supposed to meet at 8:00,
and she came out of her office at 12:00.
Nobody held it against her, because we
knew what she was doing in there. But
midnieht wasn't the rule.

Q: Whit utue Ayn Rmd's readinghabits?
A': She was purposeful in her reading.

She read what she liked-or what she
considered important or necessary for
her to know, whether she liked the con-
tent or not. She read all the works of her
favorite authors, from Hugo and Dosto-
yevsky to Christie and early Spillane.
She read all of Shakespeare's works as a
ytung shrdent, in Russian, although she
didn't like them. She reeid AnnaKnrenina
and War and Puce,but not all of Tolstoy,
because she hated him and got what she
needed from a sampling. She read cer-
tain philosophic classics carefully, one
word at a time, extracting every ounce
from them. She was well-read in the
sense of exploring what's there, pursu-
ing values, and "knowing the enemy."
But she was not well-read in the sense
of devouring everything regardless of
quality or purpose-she opposed that
as a waste of time and as a harmful
cluttering of your mind.

Q: Wlnt otha aspts of Mbs Rand's p*-
sonality un you giae us a glimpse of?

A': She had a cnmbination of traits that
people often found paradoxical, even
unbelievable, in the same sense Keating
meant when he said that Roark was the
"most egotistical and the kindest pel€on"
he knew She could be a relentless judge
of evil, and, when not faced by evil, she
could be what she called "mushf'-that
is, wamr and understanding; she was al-
so very supportive in a crisis. Her reac-
tion depended on how she assessed the
situation morally. That is what made her
unique: you had to know her philos-
ophy to understand why she acted as
she did. She was not like anyone fd
met before. I grve myself credit for
knowing at age seventeen, within an
hour of meeting her, that there had
never been anybody like her.

Q: Did she eot bemme prdidable to you?
A: No, not entirely. Even after thirty

years, she would surprise me occasion-
ally by disagreeing intensely with some
statement or movie that I couldn't find
fault with, or by really liking something
that I ihought was insignificant It didn't

happen often, but it happened. And she
was always able to explain her reasons,
in detail. So she was fully understand-
able, but not fully predictable to me.

Q: What expectations did you haae of
the Ayn Rand Institute when it began in
1985? Haae they been met?

A: The lnstitute has gone beyond my
most extravagant hopes. I had no expec-
tations in the beginning. I was prevailed
upon to give ARI a try, but I was not op
timistic that anything significant could
be done, given the state of the culture.
Im happy to say that I was wrong-and
in measurable, practical terms. When
Harry Binswanger told me about his
idea for the Fountainhead esny contest,
I thought, "What's the difference if a few
more kids read it or don't?" I never
imagined the dimensions of the project,
with thousands of students reading
Ayn Rand just when they are most like-
ly to be receptive. Similarly, I underes-
timated what could be done with the
other projects, like the campus clubs,
the speakers bureau, the foreigp trans-
lations, the ad campaigns, etc. Now my
expectations are high-and not only are
they being met, they're being exceeded,

Q: What do you l*e and dislike about
being the spokaman of Objectiubm?

A: I like having the power to make de-
finitive statements on philosophic ques-
tions. I'm in a position to judje whether
a partiarlar view is essential to Objectiv-
ism, a betrayal of it, or purely optional-
and then to make my view emphatically
known. There have been cases of betray-
al, as you know, which certainly did not
make me h"ppy, but I am glad that I
was in a position to write the definitive
statement on the issue. I like being the
guardian of the philosophy's integriry.
On my tombstone they should say: "He
never let them water Objectivism down."

The negative side for me is that
many Objectivists are overly deferential
toward me. I know it's because they re-
spect my work, but when people are
uneasy around me, it's difficult for me
to relate to them. Often I'm more easily
able to be friends with people whom I
grew up with, who know me only as
Leonard, the kid in high school or col-
lege, and who have no desire to take
notes when I start to say something!

Q: Doa a philosopher in the style of Ayn
Rand or yourself eaer retire?

A: You retire if and when you have
nothing more to say. If you have a burn'
ing idea that has not been expressed,
and your mind is intact, then you don't
retire. But it depends on what you have
set as your life goal. If at an older age

(*e Pelkott, p.4)
Dr. Pekoff and his daughter Kira



ARI pran idcd tle follan ing literat ure for dis tribution
at eW promotional toblcs, mcetings, and events.

Tltle Quantlty
Introducing Objectivism.... .........5,2ffi
An Objectivist Bibliography ......4,553
Objectivism: A Brief Summary ........................ 6, I 35
Playboy's Interview with Ayn Rand.................. 6,m0
Philosophy: Who Needs It................................. 6,755
Man's Rights/The Naturc of Government ,......,.5,774
The Anti-Idustrial Revolution .......................... 6,637
Religion w America .................4,925
Elucatbn and the Racist Road to Barbarism ....6.107
Environmenaliss: The New Life-Haters.......... 5,840
t{cw ln 199!2:
Western Civilization vs. himitivism ................. 8.600
OPAR infqnrational flyers .........7,540
Objectivist Suggested Reading List ................... 3,850
Total dlstrlbuted ln 1992.. 78,026

oAmsterdam Bus. Sch. Nethertands)
oArizona Strte Universiw
oUniversity of Arizona '
Boston Universitv
University of Briitish Columbia
Cal. State Polytechnic Univ.-Ponrona
Cd. Sate Univenity-Fullerton
University of C.alifqnia-Be,*eley
Univcrsity of CdifqnirDavis

oUniversity of Californie-Irvine
Uliversity of CalifaniaLc Angeles
University of California-San Dieeo

oUniversity of Southern Calilomia-
Crrnegie-Mellon University
University of Chicago

oUniversity of Chicago Law School
University of Cincinnati
Clear l-oke High School (Texas)

oUniversity of Nsthern Colorado
Copentngen University

oCqnell University

Campus Clubs: 1992

Speakers Bureau

Videotapes
Club-sponsored shavkgs of ARI's videotapes,
loancd at ,u) cost to thc clubs, reachcd wer
2,1(N people-most of them students.

Tltle Showlngs
An Introduction o Objectivism ......................... 35
Individualism: The Moral Basis of Freedom.... 12
Conservatism: The Antithesis of Capitalism ......8
Socialism = Fascism.......
American School: Why Johnny Can't Think.... 15
The Ominous Parallels ............... ll
Religion vs. America... .............. 11
My Thrty Years with Ayn Rand.........................5
Why Should One Act on Principle? .................. l8
Debate 1984: Capialism vs. Socialism ............22
The Sanction of the Victims .............................. l4
Total number of showlngs tn 1992.........162
Total audlence (avg. 13 pr showtng)......2,106

Current CIub Roster

oDelft Univ. of Tech. (Netherlands)
oDrexel Universiw
oDrke Universiw'
Eckod Colbgd

oEmereon College
oFlorida State University
University of Flmida
9eorge Washingbn University
University of Georgia
Goshen College
University of Gothenburg (Swoden)

oGrand Valley State College
Harvard Universiw
University of Houiton
University of lllinois
Koblenz Sch. I\,Ianagement (Germany)

oleligh Univenity
University of louisville

oUniversity of Melbourne (Austalia)
oUniversity of Miami
oMiami-Dade Comrnunity College
lrlighigan Sate University
University of Michigan
University of Minnesoo

oUniversity of New Hampshire
rUniversity of New Mexico
oNew York Univelsity
Northwestern Universitv
Oklahonra Sate Univality

oUniversity of Oklahoma
University of lVestern Ontario

oOregon State University
oUniversity of Oregon -

Osgmde lhll Law Schml (Ontario)
University of Oslo (Norway)

oPennsylvania State University
Purdue Universiw
Rensselaer Polvtichnic Institute

oRyerson Polytri:hnic Institute
oSiena Colleee
Sunford Ufrversitv
University of Stocltrolm (Sweden)

oSt Petersburg Juniu College
SUNY-Sonv Brcok

oSwiss Fedenfl Insr ofTechnology
lel Aviv University (Israel)

oTexas A&M Univirsiw
University of Texas-Austin
University of Toronto

oUniversity of Utah
Washington University
University of lYaterloo
Wayne Sate University

oWilliams Collese
University of Wisconsin-Madison

. = ,E tt or reaCtivded dub

Late in 1992, several n*t videotapes featuring
Objectivist speakcrs were added to ARI's video
library. Topics include literary criticisrn, social-
ized mediciru, the history of.individual rights,
and. rational egoism in The Fountainhead. As of
this writing, 1993 club video requests for thc 17
npes loarud by ARI lwve already reached 92-
over halfthenwnber shownin 1992.

In a record-brealcing, year, clubs, spealcers, and ARI joined forces to reach neuty 7,000 people through
campw tallu and debates-sonc quite contrwersial. In many cases, ARI funding niade the'eveits possible.
Date *hool Speak* Toplc Attendance
!-]J.......llicago...,,.....-...lhrwanger......Bridging the "Is'-'Ought" Gap: Morality from Facts ............. 125
l-28 ....... Miami (OH)......... Binswanger......Debate: The Morality bf Capiialism vs. Socialism ..................5m
l-28 ....... Brit Columbia..... Reisman ........... The Toxicity of Environmenalism ............................................430
l-29.......Osgoode Law ......Binswanger......What is Objective Law?.............. .........................25
l-30.......OsgoodeLaw......Bins./Rid.,........Debate; TheMoralityofCapitalismvs.Socialism..................5m
4-2.........Geo. Wastr" U......1,ocke...............The Objectivist Concept of Self-Esteem .............70
4-8.........Florida .................Salsrnan...........The Case for Free Banling and the Gold Standaxd .................,..85
4-9 ......... G_eorgia ................ Salsman ........... lqpialism and the Environnrent Virtue of "Exploitation"........ 60
4-l3.......Wisconsin ............SaIsman...........WaIl Sreet Under Siege: The Politics of Envy........................200
4-13....... Michigan..............Reisman........... Rlucation and the Raiist Road to Barbarism............................250
4-14.......Miami_(OH).........lalgman...........Capitalism and the Environment: Virtue of "Exploitation" .....450
4-14....... Okla Sate ........... Reisman ........... The Toxicity of Environmenalism .............,.......:...................... 160
4-14 ....... Connecticut.......... Binswanger...... "Buy American" is Un-American ...................... 100
4-15 ....... Cincinnati ............lalsman ........... Capialism and the Environnrent: Virtue of "Exploitation" .....250
4-15.......Texas ...................Reisman...........The Toxicity of Environmentalism.....................:......................450
4-15....... Sanford ...............Ridpath ............The Mcality of Capialism.. ...... 150
4-16....... Houston ...............Reisman........... The Toxicity of Environnrentalism.............. ...... 155
4-1q.......!]q-!erkeley........!.idpath............Rights-Reason-Reality: AynRand'sAnswer.....................130
4-20....... UC-Davis.............Ridpath ............The Morality of Capia[sh....:..................... ......150
4-21 ....... Harvard ................ Reisman ........... The Toxiciqi of Environnrentalism .............. ........ 95
4-22.......Mnnesota ............Reisman...........Education and the Racist Road to Barbarism....... ........."...........230
4-22..,....Nqthwestern .......Salsman -.........Capitalism and the Environnrent: Virtue of "Exploitation" .......85
4-23 ....... Chicago ................ Panel of 3 ........ The Case Against Environnrentalism: Scientific, Economic,

and Moral (Sanford, Salsman, and Schwaru) ........................... 200
4-27 ....... Boston.................. Schwartz .......... The Virtue of Selfishness: Ayn Rand's Radical Morality ........ 100
5-13.......UC-San Diego.....Reisman...........Rlucarion and the Racist Road to Barbarism............................2m
5-14....... UCLA .................. Sanford ............Environmentalism vs. Science ........................... 1m
9-22 .......Michipn..............Binswanger......"Buy American" is Un-American ......................230
9-23.......wisconsin ............Bemstein .........Rational Egoism in Ayn Rand's The Fomtainlead .................125'10-7.......Washington..........Ridpath............Righs-R'eason-nefulty: 

AynRand'sAnswer.....................2m
l0-8 ....... BriL Columbia.....Ridpath ............The Morality of Capitalish....:................................................... 135
fQ-!!.....lticligan..............Iocke...............EmotionsaridReas6n: TheObjectivistView...........................120
19-1t.....9l-,ic19"-.........-...lidp"th............Ri9hts-Reason-Reality: AynRand'sAnswer.....................160
10-26.....west Point ...........Binswanger......Bri{ginglre "Is"-"oughi'Ga!: Morality fiom Facs ............... l0
10-26.....Mianti (OH).........Bernstein .........Rational Egoism in Ayn Rand;s Ttw Fotintainlead................. 100
l0-27.....Minnesota............Bernstein .........Rational Egoism in Ayn Rand's The Fomtainlwad .................130
10-28.....Northwest€rn.......Bernstein .........Rational Egoism in Ayn Rand's The Fomtainhead...................50
10-29.....Texas ...................Ridpath ............Rights-Reason-Reility: Ayn Rand's Answer..................... 135
l1-18 ..... Stanfqd ...,........... Binswanger......pr|4ging the "Is'-'Oughf' Ca!: tvtoratity ftom Facts ............. 1 15
ll-19.....lc-Be*eley........l1nswanger......Bridgrng the "Is'r'OuEht" Gai: Morality from Facts...............85
l2-3.......Boson..................Binswanger......"Buy American" is Un-Arneri&n................................................90



(Petkott, antinued from p.2)
you accomplish that goal and you don't
see anything further for you along that
traclg then you rest for awhile-and then,
if you can, you develop a new track.

Q: What would Mbs Rand haae thought
about your selling the film rights to Atlas?

A: She would have approved. She al-
ways wanted a movie made of Atlas, not
because she expected a work of art, but
because of the enormous advertising a
movie could provide for the book. Be-
fore she died she told me to sell the film
rights without asking for any controls.
"They cannot give you the controls,"
she said, "sinc€ you have no experience
in the movies; you cannot expect them
to risk a fortune on the whim of an un-
known. Find some professionals who
seem sincere about the movie, then let
them go ahead on their own." Now at
last, having spent years trylng futilely
to keep the controls, I am carying out
Ayn Rand's wish. After substantial re-
search and interviewing, I have found a
group of sincere, experienced profes-
sionals, who state firmly that they want
to make a movie that is faithful to the
book. I have sold it to them and I hope
they can succeed. It is an extremely diffi-
cult undertaking, as everybody knows.

But if it is a bad movig people ask,
won't that ruin the book? Miss Rand
herself answered this question in a let-
ter to Frank Lloyd Wright on May 14,
19,14. She told Wright that she hoped
and expected that the movie of Thc Foun-
tainhad would begood,but "should oth-
ers interfere and succeed in ruining the
stort even a ruined screen version will
attract the attention of some proper read-
ers to my book. And that is all I want."

Q: In "My Thirty Years with Ayn Rnndi'
you quote ht as *ying, "In nry aspet of
life a man shoulil haae fwritis." We lcnout
narry of herfraorita;wlmt menmeof yours?

Ac I'll restrict myself here to a few ex-
amples that might not be obvious to an
Objectivist audience. Literature Besides
the Romantics, I like certain naturalists,
like fohn O'Hara, Sinclair Lewis, and
Somerset Maugham-all eloquent writ-
ers with believable characters, although
I wish they had done more with plot In
popular fiction, especially science fiction,
my favorite is Fredrick Brown, a writer
well-known in the forties. Many of my
favorite playwrights will be covered at
TJS this summer. Although he is not in
that course,I also like Oscar Wilde. Ayn
Rand once called me the Oscar Wilde of
Objectivism, after I showed her a short
piece of fiction I wrote, full of Wildian
epigrams. Arh Michelangelo is my all-
time favorite; in general, Greek, Roman,
or Renaissance; and especially sculpture.
Music: Rachnaninoff, Tchaikovsky, and
Chopin are my top three. In light clas-
sical music, my favorite is Emmerich
Kdlmdn, a Hungarian operetta ompos-
er. In popular music, |udy Garland, the
Big Bands, Dave Brubeck. Movies: Tfte
Winslout Boy, All About Eoe, Ninotchta,
and The Fountainluad, even though it
doesn't compare to the book. And, yes,
I still like E.T. Television: My favorite
series was the original "Twilight Zone."
Drring the hardest parts of my Objectiv-
ism book, however, the only show I could
watch happily was "Ozzie and Harriet"
Actors: Anna Magnani-I found her
electrifying she always reminded me of
Ayn Rand; also Garbo, Hepburn, Mari-

lyn Monroe, C'ene Tierney; Gary Cooper
as a qrpe, Clint Eastwood, Anthony Per-
kins (before he went "psycho"). Places:
Florerre, because it's a paradise--+tatues
everywhere! On the buildings, inside
them, outside-you don't know where
to look first It's like a city full of jewels.
Also New York, Paris, and Rome. Food:
Russian-Beef Stroganoff, Chicken Kiev;
the Russian Tea Room in New York was
my favorite restaurant.

Q: Your daughter Kira is now 71lz years
olil. Hout are you enjoying fatherhod?

A: It's fabulous. I regret that I'didn't
have a child sooner, because I would like
to have had an energy commensurate
with hers; It's difficult to keep up with
her at this stage of my life. But she's a
joy. I would never wish anything other
than that she be iust the way she is.

Q: What apecially interests you about
your new thutr aurse for TIS?

A: Of all my courses this is my favor-
ite. It gives me the opportunity of pro-
found philosophic detection combined
with the pleasure of analyzing exciting
plots filled with drama and exciting char-
acters motivated by values. Each play
is like a puzzle that has to be method-
ically solved (What is it actually about?
What is its essential meaning? etc,)-
and the answers, when they come, are
highly illuminating. For me, it's an epis.
temological and an esthetic experience
at the same time. Up to nory my work
has been "meat and potatoes"-mostly
long, diffiorlt tracts on academic sub-
jects. The present course is like non-
stop cake and ice cream; it's the dessert
of mv career. I

The Ayn Rand Institute Neutsbtter is published by the Ayn Rand Institute,45tl0 Admiralty Way, Suite 715, N,larina del Rey, CA90n2,
(310) 305-9232; rex: (310) 306-4925. All rights reserved @1993. Reproduction without permission is prohibited. Dr. Michael Berliner,
Executiae Editor; Kathy lGoeger, WriterlEilitor; Donna Montrezza, Assciate Edilor. Issues are complimentary to all current contributors.
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